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.;:■ Church's one foundation is -Jesus Christ "er lord. She is Ria 
new creation by water and the word; Prt wen He cane and sought her to be 

ly bride; Jith blood He boti for her life He dies." " L ? ^ v 

This past week I read with great interest two articles in the 
current issue of Chi- tty today about the Church/ 7 *ow when we speak of The 

Church we usually put quotation marks before The and after Church, while in our 
ids ae usually think of the u 'lurch of Christ. But let us for today and 

for these few moments forge'- Jurch of Christ and think of the Church 

, the church throughout the world. The church at large in other sarins 
words* ''he articles in qusstfctoo were two very well . fj r- s t 

by . son "Sell the father-inlaw of raham, and the other by Carl T 'enry 

former editor of Christianity Today now on a cal to t**±- 

3^8*. in his own vc ' say about the church 

wid each stressed o: simil . : in too many cases Jesus Christ 

and opil are ' "rom the church* ■-. Jell states the following-, "Quote" 

■ ■ " n J ' le have been saying and thinkj time. 

I have often 'at our churches were neglecting; the real Issue and that ' 

to " .-' ' 3 7hri st and to b: ' t to men. hal 3d is a church if all 

renter for the distribution of hi , r >loy- 

ment? We can tfse our schools for these functions or an; ^re for that m- - 

wr. That needs to be done is to once again make our churches the hub and the center 
of the Gospel of Jesus. ■ For years the church has permitted poverty to exist 

. 7or years it has tolerated racial prejudice and discrimination within 
its own ranks* I'ow since some people in the govem-eni, havo taken notice of the 
need for money ond legislation in the reala ot these areas, every church or 
professing to sprea.d Christianity has cone alive and ] the banner for 

:-ty stricken, for spreading brotherhood. I am saying and v 

. tell is saying is that our churcho serably in these areas. 

vg fegB Bg looked around them and >tten red in th< 



be^ :e else is doi. - " : have 

been doj .. soee the over ' nd racial relations. And be- 

use of this the real purpose of the church has gone begging and that is the 

of the Gospel, fe perhaps should all b that 9k churhb univer- 

6- ' 
1 may come to its senses and begin to spread the word.^ - tn to become concerned 

;he souls of people and whether they have the knowledge of -Tesus Christ and 
ice* 

Bat of eve:. ' ot is thr article by Mr. Henry, He tell? 

' traveling in England XHdxS&satxjoiEt and what he has learned about Christian-; 

there. l"l£ rf a little town near Cambridge called/Huntingdonshire where 

Oliver Crc as born. Fifteen years ago he state >iblical ChrUHtfanlty 

had ebbed so low that evangelic non-existent. But a 

• of believers have banded together for a in prayer and bible 

re- nd today almost every little village of -din shire has a] <2 

-ice on Sunday and a week night bible study group. 'ittreh needs a rev' 

H of the world, T J - it indulge the " ' 

' . e need people in each local 

col f jn who will act as rhaps gets the hall rolling for 

a and the stirri of other people toward this end, 

know that to many people 3ible study sounds like a bori . to spend an ev 

with th I person to head it and rha ■: interest shown by many of 

the cor. "on and not few, bible study can be a real challenge.. It can 

make for a complete revival in almost any church if it is given a chance. 
. yona ; ;.<oy had gotten his grandmo " lw for Chri wanted to inscribe 

tion on the front age, tn until finally he hap- 

.or-r that his dad haf ] •■ - En it, 

t and cooied it . You c ■ ' whe nshe opened the 

• Lwwwun t on Chrd g and found neatly inscribed on the first >age of the 

b-'ble, "'Jo Jrandmaf witb the compliments of the author. " - ay never know the 

ill receive an inscribed version from the author, but 

can wt ard the end that ere understand it, and want to learn more of it. 

The bible is a very strange book indeed, : ot that it is so 



otlier books, but that it has a different affect on 
a regular novel for instance. If the bible ta read as it should be r ', 

i in after a reading of it, it can change a persons life and especial" 
their thinking. . jthe fo] note which I thought was typical of 

Boost any given church no* only in this country but throughout the world. "0 • ■ 

How many, people do you and I know who would feel that something was 
wrong if an individual supposedly was a Christian, became a convert one 

">sa /rot*- r*£ otvygQuJje* f ^* g/ =~- ,c 

Sunday morning? M A led not only ' \ ] ad but it can haooen 

•*e. often been asked how it is that T got started in this Lay- 

by I want to do thil . ' ' involves an incident 

happened to me a numb oars ago. Shirley and I were str 

-one yo^ pies do. we had a good] u ?er of bills and we had sickness 

fch our oldest son* In general wc pretty and 

it seemed that no matter what we did ever went wn . ] 'to 

midnight i , ■■■■•- tnto my 

. jt the ordination rsl fellows tc aan Catholic priesthood. I nad 

seen this picture in Life or Look or one of this type of Bines and it had 

an impression on End. In the picture these men were stretched out prone 

on the floor of ual before the r, iblicly thej 

before God, and pledging themselves to ,- is churl) .• . . this J 

str.c . That these men ha red themselves as far as it is possible to 

do for their Lord. For some strange reason I got the t if I would be t 

to do this that perhaps my life could become different. 3o I came home at one 
and everyone was asleep. And with my nose buried in the living room rug, I prayed 
to Jesus* I don't remember the exact words, but they were something similar to J - 
"Dear Jesus take me and use me as you will, I want to work for you and belong to 
you, my life is meaningless without you." And from that night to this very day 

- life has not been the sa -. fee life of our family has not been the ss ;her. 

we still have our problems and we still have debts. But the joy of the Lord lives 
in each of us and after all this is what makes life livable. "Conversion, say 
other churchgoers, ta, after all, somel ■ an to a church member. " 
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.s quote fron "r. Perry can and could be seconded 1 church. The 
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reason hei: that we in the church think that we have accented Jesus on our ad- 

and this is all that is necessary. This may be so* However 
for some of us our 3hrfstian4ty " li ttle through the years. Tlay- 

be we are not feeling as close to Jesus as we should. Perhaps we may feel lost 
confused. Perhaps life may have taken on a drab dreary look. If this is so I 
that when we close /with prayer, that you join with ne in aski 38t to 

i us and to rule our lives.. It only takes a second to make xh a decision for 
3 rist as Billy G-raham and the other evangelists say. Perhaps you would like to 
think of it as • ffirnr.tion of fait . Sic v r the case don't fight it, let 

us each put - T e5itf in our hearts today, let us 
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